
SOUTH LYON PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
October 12, 2011 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm by Vice Chairperson Wilson. 
 
Present: Dianne Beagle 
  Ed McLoud 
  Mike Olando 
  Jeff Thompson 
  Erica Wilson 
                
    Kristen Delaney – City of South Lyon 
  Brooks Emke – Eagle Scout Candidate 
 
Absent: Keith McCormick 
 
Approval of Agenda – Items were rearranged to accommodate the Eagle Project 
presentation at the beginning of the meeting.  Motion by Wilson, supported by 
McLoud, to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously. 
        
Approval of Minutes – Motion by McLoud, supported by Thompson, to approve the 
minutes from the September 14, 2011 Commission meeting.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
Citizen Comments – None 
 
I.  OLD BUSINES 
 
1.  Eagle Scout Project Update – Brooks Emke from Boy Scout Troop 38 was in 
attendance to propose a project.  He would like to build two handicap accessible 
picnic tables for use in the pavilion at McHattie Park.  Brooks stated that the tables 
would be almost identical to one currently in use.  He would like to build the tables in 
the park on November 5th.  Beagle will notify DPW personnel and insure that the 
electrical outlet in the pavilion is operational.  Brooks inquired about the 
Commission’s preference as to the finish to be applied to the wood.  Commissioners 
agreed that a sealant would be all that’s required.  Motion by McLoud, supported by 
Thompson, to approve this project as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
2.  Junior League Baseball Field Update – Beagle stated that the League had a 
fundraiser brainstorming session and is planning a golf outing for the spring.  They 
also have been in contact with another foundation that might be able to provide a 
grant.  Bryan Spaller and Dean Whitcomb are pursuing this and will update us at a 
later date. 
 
3.  Signage at McHattie and Volunteer Parks –  City Clerk Julie Zemke has 
proposed a sign design for Commission discussion.  The signs would be similar in 
design to either the welcome signs at the City limits or the DDA signs around town or 
a possible combination of the two.  The area containing the park rules would be a 
removable section.  This way, the same sign could be used in all the parks with the 



rules section tailored to each specific park as needed.  If rule updates are required in 
the future, only the removable insert would need replacing.  Commissioners 
approved of this design with the stipulation that the insert be vandal-proofed but not 
by covering it with Plexiglas. 
 
4.  Labor Day Bridge Walk –  Commissioners discussed how to incorporate the 
bridge crossing at the beginning of the walk regardless of the starting loop.  McLoud 
suggested that the registration table be moved to the pavilion.  Its proximity to the 
bridge would allow walkers to cross and then head toward either loop, depending on 
which one is designated as the starting loop for that year.  The pavilion also provides 
protection from the rain when participants are registering.  Commissioners agreed to 
try this change for the next walk in 2012. 
 
II.  NEW BUSINESS  
 
1.  Jingle Bell Walk – In the past, the Walk has been a part of the City’s Cool Yule 
activities in the downtown area.  Delaney outlined the schedule of events for this 
year’s Cool Yule celebration.  The overall time frame has been condensed and all 
activities will now be held at the historical village.  The celebration will begin with the 
lighted parade at 5:30 pm and will wrap up at 8:30 pm.  In addition, the high school 
cross country teams plan to hold a fundraiser run just before the parade kicks off.  In 
light of these changes and the fact that there are so many other activities occurring 
in December, Wilson suggested that the Commission’s walk be moved to the middle 
of January.  Olando stated that the Brooksie Way Minigrant organizers had awarded 
the Commission the grant because our walk was one of the few events that took 
place outside during the winter.  L. Brooks Patterson even suggested we apply again 
for a minigrant because he felt Jingle Bell Walk was a worthy event that should be 
supported.  Commissioners agreed that a walk in January could be a bright spot to 
highlight in an otherwise drab month and would be a great, outdoor family activity. 
Commissioners will think about a catchy name for the new walk and additional 
planning will occur at the November meeting. 
 
III. Commission Comments – Thompson stated that he had created a South Lyon 
Parks & Recreation Facebook page.  He asked Commissioners to email any pictures 
of Parks & Recreation events to him for posting on the page.  He also asked for any 
feedback to help improve the content. 
    
IV. Adjournment – Motion by Wilson, supported by Thompson, to adjourn the       
meeting at 7:49 pm.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Upcoming meetings/events: November 9 
     December 14 
     January 11 
     February 8 
     March 14 
      
Submitted by:    _______________________________________ 
                Michael Olando, Chairperson 
 
                _______________________________________ 
      Dianne Beagle, Secretary 
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fundraiser brainstorming session and is planning a golf outing for the spring.  They 
also have been in contact with another foundation that might be able to provide a 
grant.  Bryan Spaller and Dean Whitcomb are pursuing this and will update us at a 
later date. 
 
3.  Signage at McHattie and Volunteer Parks –  City Clerk Julie Zemke has 
proposed a sign design for Commission discussion.  The signs would be similar in 
design to either the welcome signs at the City limits or the DDA signs around town or 
a possible combination of the two.  The area containing the park rules would be a 
removable section.  This way, the same sign could be used in all the parks with the 



rules section tailored to each specific park as needed.  If rule updates are required in 
the future, only the removable insert would need replacing.  Commissioners 
approved of this design with the stipulation that the insert be vandal-proofed but not 
by covering it with Plexiglas. 
 
4.  Labor Day Bridge Walk –  Commissioners discussed how to incorporate the 
bridge crossing at the beginning of the walk regardless of the starting loop.  McLoud 
suggested that the registration table be moved to the pavilion.  Its proximity to the 
bridge would allow walkers to cross and then head toward either loop, depending on 
which one is designated as the starting loop for that year.  The pavilion also provides 
protection from the rain when participants are registering.  Commissioners agreed to 
try this change for the next walk in 2012. 
 
II.  NEW BUSINESS  
 
1.  Jingle Bell Walk – In the past, the Walk has been a part of the City’s Cool Yule 
activities in the downtown area.  Delaney outlined the schedule of events for this 
year’s Cool Yule celebration.  The overall time frame has been condensed and all 
activities will now be held at the historical village.  The celebration will begin with the 
lighted parade at 5:30 pm and will wrap up at 8:30 pm.  In addition, the high school 
cross country teams plan to hold a fundraiser run just before the parade kicks off.  In 
light of these changes and the fact that there are so many other activities occurring 
in December, Wilson suggested that the Commission’s walk be moved to the middle 
of January.  Olando stated that the Brooksie Way Minigrant organizers had awarded 
the Commission the grant because our walk was one of the few events that took 
place outside during the winter.  L. Brooks Patterson even suggested we apply again 
for a minigrant because he felt Jingle Bell Walk was a worthy event that should be 
supported.  Commissioners agreed that a walk in January could be a bright spot to 
highlight in an otherwise drab month and would be a great, outdoor family activity. 
Commissioners will think about a catchy name for the new walk and additional 
planning will occur at the November meeting. 
 
III. Commission Comments – Thompson stated that he had created a South Lyon 
Parks & Recreation Facebook page.  He asked Commissioners to email any pictures 
of Parks & Recreation events to him for posting on the page.  He also asked for any 
feedback to help improve the content. 
    
IV. Adjournment – Motion by Wilson, supported by Thompson, to adjourn the       
meeting at 7:49 pm.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Upcoming meetings/events: November 9 
     December 14 
     January 11 
     February 8 
     March 14 
      
Submitted by:    _______________________________________ 
                Michael Olando, Chairperson 
 
                _______________________________________ 
      Dianne Beagle, Secretary 
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