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CITY OF SOUTH LYON
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JUNE 28, 2010

Mayor Wallace called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.

A moment of silence was observed for the late Jeffrey Potter, County Commissioner and former Mayor of the City of South Lyon.

Mayor Wallace led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.
PRESENT:  	Mayor Wallace
	     	Council Members:  Kivell, Kopkowski, Kramer, Morelli*, Selden and Wedell
	     	City Manager Murphy
	     	City Clerk/Treasurer Zemke
	     	Attorney Lee
	     	Department Heads:  Collins, Martin and Renwick

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

CM 6-1-10 – APPROVAL OF AGENDA

     Motion by Kivell, supported by Selden

     To approve the agenda as presented

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

CM 6-2-10 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JUNE 14, 2010

     To approve the minutes of June 14, 2010 as presented

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Nicole of Huron Valley Ambulance (HVA) stated that HVA provides a free 2-day camp for children ages 8-12, which will provide safety and injury prevention as well as CPR instruction in addition to other emergency medical information.  There will be one held in Lyon Township July 15-16. For more information you can visit their website at www.hva.org or by calling 734-477-6785.  The kids have a great time and it is a wonderful learning experience.

OLD BUSINESS:  None

NEW BUSINESS:


1.  Michigan Emergency Management Assistance Compact (MEMAC)

Chief Kaska stated that this is a mutual aid pact with the State of Michigan.  There is no cost to the City to join.  This would give them the ability to call on us in case of a disaster within the State or in another state.  This would also allow us to request aid from the State in the event we have an incident that requires more from our City than we can provide ourselves utilizing our existing mutual aid.

Councilman Kramer asks who decides when there is a deployment.  Chief Kaska stated that would be a decision of the City Manager.  Councilman Kramer asked who pays for it.  Chief Kaska stated that it is paid by the Federal government through the State at their rate of pay.  Chief Kaska further stated that he would not let that much of our department go to ensure that the City is fully covered.

Chief Kaska stated that Oakland County has made it somewhat mandatory.  Joining MEMAC will allow us to be in compliance with our Oakland County Mutual Aid Box Alarm System requirements (MABAS).  The City Attorney has reviewed the agreement.

Council Member Kopkowski asked if this is simply state-wide or out of state.  Chief Kaska stated that this is through the State, but the State could send us out under a MABAS agreement.  The chances of South Lyon going out of State are slim.

Councilman Kivell stated that the agreement talks about certain assets and asked the likelihood of us sending our ladder truck for example.  Chief Kaska stated that it is unlikely unless it would be something fairly local.  Again, the first priority is the protection of the City and he would not allow anything to be removed that the City would need.  We would probably be talking about manpower only, they might need an engine.  It does give us the option; we do not have to respond.  Councilman Kivell asked if we do not join, would we still have the opportunity to request assistance.  Chief Kaska stated that we would have to fight for funding ourselves.  Under this agreement, the State would handle the funding. 

Mayor Wallace questioned whether it would be the City Manager’s decision or a Council or Mayor decision if aid is requested.

CM 6-3-10 – RESOLULTION - MICHIGAN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE COMPACT 
    
    Motion by Selden, supported by Wedell

     To approve the resolution approving the agreement for the Michigan Emergency Management
     Assistance Compact (see attached resolution as part of these minutes)

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

1.  SCBA (Self Contained Breathing Apparatus) Purchase

Chief Kaska stated that this is a result of grants previously accepted by Council. He stated that they looked at several brands of equipment and after receiving the pricing, they decided to go with the ISI Viking equipment.  Lyon Township has also decided on the purchase of the same equipment, and by combining our purchase with Lyon Township, we increased our purchase capability.  Our original grant was for 22 SCBA and 2 RIT bags, but with the combination, it allowed us to get the original 22 SCBA plus one additional pack plus we will have enough excess funds to purchase 11 additional masks so that everyone on the department will have their own mask with spares available in case of repairs, etc.  The total cost of the bid is $121,688.33 with the Assistance to Firefighters Grant requiring a match of $6,035, which has been budgeted for.

Discussion was held on life expectancy of the units.  Chief Kaska stated that the new ones will come with a five year warranty with a life expectancy of 15 years.

 Discussion was held on the value of the existing equipment.  

Discussion was held on the number of tanks we currently have.  Chief Kaska stated that we have over 60.

Discussion was held on the equipment used when we respond to mutual aid.  Chief Kaska stated that we take our own masks but use their tanks.

Councilman Wedell stated that he is pleased to see the continued cooperation between the City and the Township.

Chief Kaska stated that the equipment being proposed is the same as used in Novi, Brighton Area and Salem Township.

CM 6-4-10 – APPROVAL OF PURCHASE – SELF CONAINED BREATHING APPARATUS

     Motion by Kramer, supported by Wedell

     To approve the SCBA purchase from Douglass Safety using Wal-Mart and Assistance to Firefighters 
     Grant funds in the amount of $121,688.33

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

2.  1st Reading:  Vacant and Abandoned Property Ordinance

Pam Weipert, Chairperson of the Planning Commission stated that over the last couple of years the Planning Commission has attempted to review our ordinances as it relates to dealing with blight issues.  She discussed the process the Planning Commission took including looking at information from the Michigan Municipal League, ordinances from other communities, etc.  

*Councilman Morelli arrived at 7:55 p.m.

Ms. Weipert discussed the need to identify the owners of vacant properties.  She further discussed the need to have maintenance and security requirements for vacant and abandoned buildings.

Councilman Kivell discussed our current ordinances dealing with blight and property maintenance as well as weed ordinance, etc.  He further questioned the need to address interior aspects as long as the exterior is maintained.

Council Member Kopkowski stated that she has a lot of concern with the proposed ordinance given the current ordinances already in place.  She further stated that she does not see how this would prevent problems.  She questioned the need for annual inspection of vacant properties.  She stated that we currently do not inspect properties.

Councilman Kramer expressed his concern about enforcement.  He further agreed that we have ordinances in place to address a lot of these issues.

Councilman Morelli discussed the property owner registry.  Discussion was held on other avenues to find out ownership of property.

Mayor Wallace stated that he does not feel a need for something like this so extensive.

Discussion was held on success rates other communities have seen with compliance.  Discussion was held on the amount of time in court as a result of the ordinance.

CM 6-5-10 – 1ST READING – VACANT AND ABANDONED PROPERTY ORDINANCE

     Motion by Selden, supported by Wedell

     That this be the first reading of an amendment to Chapter 102, Vacant and Abandoned Property 
     Ordinance

City Manager Murphy stated that although the agenda note indicates that it was he who put this item on the agenda, it was actually prepared by Kristen Delaney on behalf of the Planning Commission.  He stated that he is not in favor of this ordinance.

VOTE:								MOTION FAILED (1 YEA, 6 NO)

3.  West Nile Reimbursement

Superintendent Renwick stated that this is our annual reimbursement through Oakland County for mosquito control efforts.  In order to receive the reimbursement, Council needs to adopt the resolution.

Mayor Wallace discussed the need to educate people about not leaving buckets of water, etc. that are breeding areas for mosquitos.  

Discussion was held on the application of pellets in catch basins through town.  It was stated that residents should be aware that there are mosquito repellant towelettes available at City Hall.  Further discussion was held on the need for more efforts.

CM 6-6-10 – WEST NILE VIRUS FUND – REQUEST FOR REIMBURSEMENT

     Motion by Wedell, supported by Kopkowski

WHEREAS,   upon the recommendation of the Oakland County Executive, the Oakland County Board of Commissioners has established a West Nile Virus Fund Program to assist Oakland County cities, villages and townships in addressing mosquito control activities; and
	WHEREAS, Oakland County’s West Nile Virus Fund Program authorizes Oakland County cities, villages and townships to apply for reimbursement of eligible expenses incurred in connection with personal mosquito protection measures/activity, mosquito habitat eradication, mosquito larviciding or focused adult mosquito insecticide spraying in designated community green areas; and
	WHEREAS, the City of South Lyon, Oakland County, Michigan supports and authorizes the 2010 expenditure and application submittal for reimbursement of expenses in connection with mosquito control activities eligible for reimbursement under Oakland County’s West Nile Virus Fund Program
	NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this City Council authorizes and directs its City Manager, as agent for the City of South Lyon, in the manner and to the extent provided under Oakland County Board of Commissioners, to request reimbursement of eligible mosquito control activity under Oakland County’s West Nile Virus Fund Program.

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

4.  Dedication of Charleston Park Lift Station

Superintendent Martin stated that this issue first came to the table back in October.  It was tabled at that time due to a legal issue that arose.  He stated that most of the time, we do not accept dedication of a lift station until a development is complete.  This situation is different in that it not only services this development but also the Hagadorn/Chester Street areas.  He gave a brief description of the circumstances in which the lift station was built encompassing a much larger area.

Attorney Lee stated that there had been a law suit filed by one of the builders in the development.  Since that time, the builder dropped the homeowner’s association out of that suit.  Therefore, he is comfortable in the City now accepting dedication of the lift station.  He further stated that there is no lien filed and any lien would have to be perfected within a year, which has already expired. 

CM 6-7-10 – ACCEPTANCE OF DEDICATION – CHARLESTON PARK LIFT STATION

     Motion by Morelli, supported by Kramer

     To accept the dedication of the Charleston Park Lift Station

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

5.  1st Reading:  Ordinance to Amend Section 62-64 of City Code of Ordinances

Attorney Lee stated that at the last meeting, Council asked him to prepare an amendment to the City Code to allow pets within City parks.  He stated that he did include some limitations for which these animals could be brought into the park.  Council may amend those if they wish.

Councilman Selden stated that there is no mention of aggressive animals.  It was stated that could be subjective.

Discussion was held on the 100 pound limitation.  Discussion was held on large breed dogs.  Mayor Wallace stated that this would also prohibit horses from being allowed in the park.  Discussion was held on whether we would desire horses in the park and the associated clean-up.  Further discussion was held on cleaning up after animals and the need to provide bags and receptacles for disposal of waste.

Discussion was held on the age limitation of 18 years old.  It was stated that it is an issue of control of the animal, not necessarily the age of the person.

CM 6-8-10 – AMENDMENT TO SECTION 62-64 OF THE CITY CODE

     Kivell, supported by Kopkowski

     To amend the proposed amendment to Section 62-64 by removing paragraph a)

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED (2 OPPOSED)

CM 6-9-10 – AMENDMENT TO SECTION 62-64 OF THE CITY CODE

     Kopkowski, supported by Wedell

     To amend the proposed amendment to Section 62-64 by revising paragraph b) to read “The animal is 
     tethered by leash controlled by a person

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

CM 6-10-10 – 1ST READING – AMENDMENT TO SECTION 62-64

     Motion by Kivell, supported by Kopkowski

     That this be the first reading of an amendment to the City Code Section 62-64 as amended

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

6.  Nine Mile & Pontiac Trail Traffic Signal Modernization

City Manager Murphy stated that the Road Commission is looking to make modifications to the signal at Nine Mile and Pontiac Trail.  In 2004 Council authorized the improvements, but it never took place.  Now that the Nine Mile Road improvements are taking place, they wish to proceed.  The County will be responsible for 75% of the cost with the City’s 25% being $35,000.  He further stated that this has been budgeted.

CM 6-11-10 – APPROVAL AGREEMENT – NINE MILE & PONTIAC TRAIL SIGNAL MODERNIZATION

     Motion by Kopkowski, supported by Selden

     To approve the agreement between the City of South Lyon and the Road Commission of Oakland 
     County for the Nine Mile and Pontiac Trail Signal Modernization as presented

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
7. Budget Amendments

City Manager Murphy stated that we are getting things cleaned up before the end of the fiscal year and in anticipation of the upcoming audit. These are items that Council has already approved.  This includes the Fire Department generator grant as well as some Nine Mile engineering and construction costs that we were anticipating in the coming fiscal year.  Also included is a small amount in the Capital Improvement fund for the southwest trail.

CM 6-12-10 -   BUDGET AMENDMENTS

     Motion by Kivell, supported by Morelli

     To approve the budget amendments as presented (see attached amendments as part of these minutes)

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

8.  Fire Trax Accountability Systems

Chief Kaska stated that he is asking for approval to purchase the Fire Trax system.  This is a budgeted item in an amount of $6,844.  It will allow us to prepare ID cards for all our firefighters and produce accountability tags for fire scenes.  This is the same system being used county-wide for Livingston County and Oakland County Mutual Aid is looking to use the same system.  

Councilman Selden asked if we have looked at another combined purchase with Lyon Township.  Chief Kaska stated that we have not.

Discussion was held on how the system was used in Dundee during recent tornado events.

Councilman Kramer asked if this could be used by the Police Department.  Chief Collins stated that they already have their own ID system using an independent contractor.  

CM 6-13-10 – APPROVAL OF PURCHASE – FIRE TRAX ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM

     Motion by Morelli, supported by Wedell

     To approve the purchase of the identity system with Fire Trax from Identisys in the amount of $6,844

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

MANAGER’S REPORT:

City Manager Murphy stated that he would like to bring an issue to Council regarding a section of the City Code regarding acceptance of streets in private developments.  He stated that they are putting some information together and would like to bring this back to Council for discussion.  He discussed a situation where a development is not substantially complete, but he feels that the residents who live on the street are entitled to City services.


City Manager Murphy gave a brief update on the Nine Mile Road improvements.  He stated that the engineers have been out and additional signage has been added.  Chief Collins discussed the traffic situation and number of tickets that have been issued.  He discussed the adjustment period it will take for drivers in the area.

COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

Council Member Kopkowski stated that the dead trees have been removed from the Wells Street parking lot and asked when the new trees will be placed.  Superintendent Renwick stated that it will be done within the next two weeks.

Council Member Kopkowski asked that we look at getting the summer banners put out.

Councilman Selden stated that the Farmer’s Market has been doing very well and encouraged everyone to attend on Wednesday afternoons.

Councilman Kramer commented on the traffic traveling through the Princeton Drive area due to the Nine Mile Road construction.  Chief Collins stated that although these are public streets and they cannot prohibit people from using it as a detour, they will be monitoring speeds in the area.

Councilman Kramer congratulated Brown’s Rootbeer on their anniversary celebration.  He stated that despite the weather, it was a great event.

Councilman Morelli stated that although he agrees with and likes the outside seating downtown, he would like us to be monitor the placement carefully given the wheelchairs/scooters as well as pedestrian traffic.

Councilman Morelli apologized for being late to the meeting.

Mayor Wallace stated that there will be an Oakland County Parks and Recreation millage renewal on the upcoming August ballot.  He discussed the parks available to our residents including the Lyon Oaks Park that is supported by this millage.

Mayor Wallace congratulated the Police Department for catching the culprits that have been ransacking automobiles throughout the City.  Chief Collins stated that due to residents in the area who noticed suspicious activities, they were able to apprehend the suspects.

Mayor Wallace also congratulated the Brown family for their recent celebration at Brown’s Rootbeer.  He stated that they sold over 2200 hotdogs and over 1000 hamburgers. 

ADJOURNMENT:






CM 6-14-10 – ADJOURNMENT

     Motion by Selden, supported by Kramer

     To adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m.

VOTE:								MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Respectfully submitted,




_________________________________			______________________________
Tedd M. Wallace						Julie C. Zemke
Mayor								City Clerk/Treasurer
